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city would again be involved in a civil war, Antony, being consul,
convened the senate, and made a short address recommending concord.
And Cicero following with various remarks stich as the occasion called
for, persuaded the senate to Imitate the Athenians,, and decree an
amnesty for what had been done in Caesar's case, and to bestow pro-
vinces on Brutus and Cassius. But neither of these things took effect.
For as soon as the common people, of themselves Inclined to pity, saw
the dead body of Caesar borne through the market-place? and Antony
showing his clothes filled with blood, and pierced through in every
part with swords, enraged to a degree of frenzy, they made a search
for the murderers, and with fire-brands in their hands ran to their
houses to burn them. They, however, being forewarned, avoided
this danger; and expecting many more and greater to come, they left
the city,
Antony on this was at once in exultation, and every one was in
alarm with the prospect that lie would make himself sole ruler,
and Cicero in more alarm than any one. For Antony, seeing his
influence reviving in the commonwealth and knowing" how closely
he was connected with Brutus, was ill-pleased to have him in the
city. Besides, there had been some former jealousy between them,
occasioned by the difference of their manners. Cicero, fearing the
event, was inclined to go as lieutenant with Dolabella into Syria.
But Hirtitts and Pansa, consuls elect as successors of Antony., good
men and lovers of Cicero, entreated him not to leave them, under-
taking to put down Antony if he would stay in Rome. And he,
neither distrusting wholly, nor trusting them, let Dolabella go with-
out him, promising Hirtius that he would go- and spend his sum-
mer at Athens, and return again when he entered upon his office.
So he set out on his journey; but some delay occurring in his pas-
sage, new intelligence, as often happens, came suddenly from Rome,
that Antony had made an astonishing change, and was doing all
things and managing all public affairs at the will of the senate^ and
that there wanted nothing but his presence to bring things to a
happy settlement. And therefore, blaming himself for his cowardice,
he returned again to Rome, and was not deceived in his hopes at
the beginning. For such multitudes flocked out to meet him, that
the compliments and civilities which were paid him at the gates, and
at his entrance into the city, took up almost one whole day's time.
On the morrow, Antony convened the senate, and summoned
Cicero thither. He came not, but kept his bed, pretending to be
ill with his journey; but the true reason seemed the fear of some
design against him, upon a suspicion and intimation given him on
his way to Rome. Antony, however, showed great offense at the
affront, and sent soldiers, commanding them to bring him or burn
his house; but many interceding and supplicating for him, he was
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